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I  ROM  the  earliest  times  Lake  Memphreoiagog  and  its  outlet  was  one  of  the  important 

highways  of  communication  between  the  settlements  of  the   St.   Lawrence  and 

those  of  New  England.     The  first  record  of  this  route  being  travelled  is  in  1692,  by 

a  band  of  Iroquois   Indians  on  their  way    to  attack  the    Ai)en(jauis  ;    again  by 

Rogers  and  his  rangers  in  1759,  on  their  return  from  burning  the  Mission  village  of 

St.  I'rancis.  ^ 

Ebenezer  Hovey,  with  his  family,  settled  a  few  miles  from  the  outlet  of  the  lake  in 
1793,  and  about  the  same  time  the  early  Bolton  settlers  erected  the  first  mill,  and  built 
the  first  dam  across  the  river,  if  we  except  what  is  called  the  old  Indian  dam,  constructed 
presumal>ly  to  afford  assistance  in  the  capture  of  fish.  In  1796  or '97,  Ralph  Merry,  a 
native  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  purchased  the  mills,  and  in  1799,  March  20th,  came  in  from 
St.  Johnsbury,  \  t.,  witli  his  familv  and  thus  became  the  first  permanent  settler  of  whom 
we  have  any  account. 

During  the  first  ([uarter  of  the  present  century  many  of  the  older  families  came  in  from  various 
parts  of  the  New  England  States,  forming  a  hamlet  know  as  the  "  Outlet  "  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  a  "forge"  was  in  operation  in  1809,  on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  and  that  good  iron  was  produced. 
Ihere  were  no  roads  to  speak  of,  and  it  was  not  until  18 16  that  the  first  wagon  went  from  Magog 
Outlet  to  Irost  Village,  by  way  of  the  north  side  of  Orford  Pond.  Before  the  bridge  was  built  the 
river  was  crossed  by  fording  at  Merry  Point.  Ralph  Merry,  Jr.,  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of  teaching 
the  first  school  in  the  year  18 18,  and  in  .>+  the  red  school  house  was  built  on  the  site  now 
occupied  by  the  Pepin  block. 

In  T820,  John  Wetherbee  erected  the  first  store,  on  the  river  bank,  near  the  north  end  of  the 
present  bridge,  and  was  probably  the  first  postmaster;  the  first  mail  passed  from  Stanstead  to 
Montreal,  via  Magog,  on  horseback,  May  2nd,  1823,  About  this  time  also  several  industries  were 
m  operation  -a  saw  mill,  grist  mill,  carding  and  fulling  mill  and  tannery  being  among  the  number. 
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the  building  oyn;;"7oa"dsrihrpresenVMain  W?;  '^''  ?'^'^'^'  ''''°  '"  '^"'^-  ^""y  '^^^  charge  of 
mills,  a  point  below  the  Central  Hotel  ""''  '^"^  ""'  ^'  ^"'"  ^'^  ''^^'  ^^»^"^^'  mentioned 

uniteST  ^rm^^f  :rto.S^:^?1E,/^f  ^[  ^f  ^^^  ">-  -tern  ranges  of  Bolton  were 
council  meeting  was  held,  Samuel  HoytTr^  tin     XfV  T't  "^     ^^"«"''  "^  ^'^'-^^  '''"^^  '^e  first 

SecretaryTreasurer.  Thc^  ponuTa  io^i  r  'thp''' n  S  ^ ''^''"■,' -^"^  ^^'^  '^^^  <'•  ^>-  Vomers,  M.I).,  being 
Magog  tillage  was  set  oLTs  parTte  n  u  icipal'f  a' uVoT  T^^^-^'- '-^dred.  In  .888; 
*^l^i^  ^ --r,^asurer,  J^a^J^^.^i^^^lS  ^^^[^l-^T ^  ^f 

Cana^a^ffi^^--:-- M^^--^  pu.hased  b.  the 

thist!mJ^^:tvS^^^'!!^lJ:rXg::s  •^r.r^ft^  ^-^  Pnnt  goods  were  built,  and  from 
were  transferred  to  the  Dominion  cSiMi  k  Vn  h!  K  ^'  T  ^'"^  ^''"'^-  ^"  '^^9  these  mills 
employment  being  given  to  about  900  hands  '     ^        ""^  '^'^  ^^"  '""  ^^'^^^^^sf^'ly  operated, 

Catholic,   Anglican,   Methodis^and  Untn  Id  Jnt  f^^^^  f ' '""^  ^^"Z^^^'^'  ^'^^    »^«"^«" 

.taming  up-to-date  stores  .nd  offices,  W  been  erected      In  MalcV^l^^^    '"""'^   fine  buildings,  con- 

lownships  Bank  was  opened   and  -.t    fh^  h^,/-         r    u         ^'''   ^^'^'' ^  branch  of  the  Eastern 

"  Enterprise,"  was  first  Sd  ^'^'""'"^  ^'^  '^"  '^•^'"^   y^«^  ^  -^^kly   newspaper,    the 
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